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July 20, 2018 
 

To Whom It May Concern: 
 
 Delaware has made great strides over the past 30 years in reducing emissions, but more 
than 90 percent of the pollution that contributes to our poor air quality comes to Delaware 
through prevailing winds. This makes our air quality one of the worst in the nation and causes 
health risk for Delawareans of all ages. Therefore, we ask you to reconsider the denial of each 
of Delaware’s 126 petitions because Delawareans deserve clean air.  
 
 It has been said that Delaware could shut down entirely and still not meet ozone 
standards because of out of state pollution sources. In an effort to assist the EPA, Delaware has 
identified four power plants, three in Pennsylvania and one in West Virginia, that are affecting 
our air quality.  
 
 We are requesting three of the power plans run pollution control equipment when in 
operation and the fourth avoid using coal during the ozone season, which may help to lessen 
the amount of ozone days, a few of which have occurred just this month, for our residents.  
 
 As Senator Carper, the ranking member of the Senate Environment and Public Works 
Committee, has said, “[o]ur state has found that emissions from other states account for nearly 
94 percent of ozone pollution in the First State. That means no matter how hard Delaware 
works to protect its own communities from dirty, smoggy air, 94 percent of the pollution lies 
outside the state’s control. Delaware must have the cooperation from upwind states and EPA to 
ever have the chance for healthy air1.”  
 
 Delaware has done, and continues to do, our part to provide a clean environment for 
our citizens and visitors. Delaware companies have spent hundreds of millions to clean up their 
emissions, including control equipment, but we cannot clean up the pollution from upwind 
states.  
 

                                                           
1 https://delawarestatenews.net/news/carper-delaware-choked-by-ozone-pollution-from-nearby-states-urges-action-

by-epa/?utm_source=Delaware&utm_campaign=8574b1474b-dsn-

mc+RSS+news+daily&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1e4f95e41f-8574b1474b-

359985569&mc_cid=8574b1474b&mc_eid=16f6c17c2a  
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 The EPA itself has stated “despite the dramatic progress to date, air pollution continues 
to threaten Americans’ health and welfare2.” Furthermore, the EPA has said, “[e]ach state plan 
also must prohibit emissions that significantly contribute to air quality problems in a downwind 
state3.” We are asking the EPA to safeguard this commitment, hold these states and polluters 
responsible, and help to ensure clean air for all Delawareans.  
 
 

Sincerely, 
 
/s/ Andrew Slater 
Andrew Slater 
Public Advocate 

 
 

                                                           
2 https://www.epa.gov/clean-air-act-overview  
3 https://www.epa.gov/clean-air-act-overview/government-partnerships-reduce-air-pollution  

https://www.epa.gov/clean-air-act-overview
https://www.epa.gov/clean-air-act-overview/government-partnerships-reduce-air-pollution

